
 

 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
JANUARY 28, 2024 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

OF NORTHEAST MINNEAPOLIS 
 

 

Welcome to worship! We are a congregation with a long history of loving God 

and serving our neighbors. We welcome and celebrate all of you, including 

race, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, age, and family. 
 

We welcome you to share fellowship with us in your joys and struggles. If you 

hunger for a good meal, a bag of groceries, the bread of communion, an 

opportunity to serve your neighbors, or a welcoming church home, there is a place 

for you at Grace! 
  

 

 



 

✠ When you see this symbol you’re invited to stand as you are able.  
 

We love to sing! When music and words are not printed in the 
bulletin, you can find the song in the red hymnal underneath the 
chairs at the page number listed.  
 

Children belong in worship! We recognize that children aren’t 
wired to “sit still” for an hour, so we welcome their quiet 
movement, joyous singing, and encourage their involvement in 
worship. Children of any age may pick out a book, toy, or art 
supplies in the Commons for use during the service. 
 

Help love reach beyond these walls. You can give 
online at gracenempls.org/give or scan the code at the 
right. You can also place your offering in the plate as 
you come up for communion (envelopes are on the 
cart in the Commons).  
 

All are welcome at Jesus’ table to receive holy communion. We 
set the table with wheat bread, gluten-free crackers, white grape 
juice, and red wine. 
 

Join us for fellowship time! All are invited to stay after worship 
for coffee, treats, and community connection in the Multi-Purpose 
Room. 
 

Stay connected to what’s happening at Grace: sign up for our 
weekly online newsletter, “The Scroll.” Find the latest editions and 
the link to subscribe on our home page at gracenempls.org.    
 

Two single-stall and wheelchair-accessible restrooms are just 
outside the sanctuary in the Commons, and another one is down 
the hallway across from the gym. 
 

 

 

PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME & GREETING 
 

The grace of our savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

✠ HYMN Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life  #816  

https://gracenempls.org/


PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

When would-be disciples asked, “Teacher, where are you staying?”  
Jesus responded, “Come and see.” Trusting in this gracious invitation,  

let us open our hearts in honest prayer. 
 

 

 

 
 

Jesus our Teacher, you invite us: “Come and see.” 
Even when we privilege comfort over curiosity, 
when we doubt that anything could change, 
when we hesitate to risk more heartbreak, 

still you call us. Help us follow. 
 

Kyrie, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

Christe, Christe, Christe eleison. 
 

Jesus our Savior, you invite us: “Come and see.” 
Even when the world’s brokenness overwhelms us, 

when we know our own failures and faults, 
when we feel our courage fail us, 
still you call us. Help us follow. 
 

Kyrie, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.  

Christe, Christe, Christe eleison. 
 

Jesus our Lord, in your compassion, 
hear our prayer and lead us on your way. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 



✠ FORGIVENESS AND PEACE  
 

Friends, take heart! Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God,  
takes away the sin of the world and immerses us  

in the power of the Holy Spirit!  

Let us follow our Savior in lives of peace and reconciliation. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please share a sign of peace with others as you are comfortable. When the hymn 
of praise begins, you may return to your seats and remain standing.  

 

✠ HYMN OF PRAISE  The Summons #798 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECT LESSON 
Any children who are interested and comfortable are invited to come forward 
for a reflection and short prayer. Parents and guardians are welcome too! 
 

CHORAL OFFERING 
As we prepare to hear the Word, music opens our hearts to receive God’s blessing. 
 



FIRST READING                   1 Kings 18:22-24, 26-38 
 

Elijah said to the people, “I am the last of the LORD’s 

prophets, but Baal’s prophets number four hundred fifty. 
Give us two bulls. Let Baal’s prophets choose one. Let them 

cut it apart and set it on the wood, but don’t add fire. I’ll 

prepare the other bull, put it on the wood, but won’t add fire. 
Then all of you will call on the name of your god, and I will 

call on the name of the LORD. The god who answers with 
fire—that’s the real God!” All the people answered, “That’s 

an excellent idea.” 
 

So they took one of the bulls that had been brought to them. 

They prepared it and called on Baal’s name from morning 

to midday. They said, “Great Baal, answer us!” But there 
was no sound or answer. They performed a hopping dance 

around the altar that had been set up. As noon passed they 

went crazy with their ritual until it was time for the evening 
offering. Still there was no sound or answer, no response 

whatsoever. 
 

Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here!” All the 

people closed in, and he repaired the LORD’s altar that had 

been damaged. Elijah took twelve stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob—to whom the 

LORD’s word came: “Your name will be Israel.” He built the 
stones into an altar in the LORD’s name, and he dug a trench 

around the altar big enough to hold two measures of dry 

grain. He put the wood in order, butchered the bull, and 
placed the bull on the wood. “Fill four jars with water and 

pour it on the sacrifice and on the wood,” he commanded. 

“Do it a second time!” he said. So they did it a second time. 
“Do it a third time!” And so they did it a third time. The 

water flowed around the altar, and even the trench filled 

with water.  
 



At the time of the evening offering, the prophet Elijah drew 
near and prayed: “LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and 

that I am your servant. I have done all these things at your 
instructions. Answer me, LORD! Answer me so that this 

people will know that you, LORD, are the real God and that 
you can change their hearts.” Then the LORD’s fire fell; it 

consumed the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, and the dust. 

It even licked up the water in the trench! 
 

This is the word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

✠ GOSPEL CHANT Let us rise to follow Jesus, calling in the Gospel! 
  

 
 

✠ GOSPEL READING     John 2:1-11 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. 
Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples were 

also invited to the celebration. When the wine ran out, 

Jesus’ mother said to him, “They don’t have any wine.” 
 

Jesus replied, “Woman, what does that have to do with me? 

My time hasn’t come yet.” 
 

His mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

Nearby were six stone water jars used for the Jewish 
cleansing ritual, each able to hold about twenty or thirty 

gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water,” 

and they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, “Now 
draw some from them and take it to the headwaiter,” and 



they did. The headwaiter tasted the water that had become 
wine. He didn’t know where it came from, though the 

servants who had drawn the water knew. 
 

The headwaiter called the groom and said, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first. They bring out the second-rate 

wine only when the guests are drinking freely. You kept the 
good wine until now.” This was the first miraculous sign 

that Jesus did in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and 
his disciples believed in him. 

 

This is the Good News. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON    
 

✠ HYMN  Fill My Cup music on next page 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
The psalmist sang: “As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for 
you, O God” (Ps 42:1). Let us call out to God on behalf of creation, community, 

and our deepest longings. 
 

 

 
 

 

  



Fill My Cup 
 

 

 
  Words and Music: Isaiah Jones, Jr., 1969. © 1970  Davike Music Co., assigned 1986 Fricourt Music Co. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-737608. All rights reserved. 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 
The Spirit empowers us to serve our neighbors! To share your 
interest in volunteering with Little Kitchen Food Shelf, scan 
the QR code at the left. To give financially, you can give online 

at gracenempls.org/give or place your offering in the plate as 
you come up for communion. 

 

✠ COMMUNION: SINGING THE STORY 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Christ broke bread among disciples,  

sharing with them as he said: 
“Take and eat, this is my body, given for you to be fed.” 

Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, be the wine of grace; 

Jesus, Christ, Jesus Christ, be the bread of peace. 
 

“This cup too is full of promise;  
drink it and remember me; 

A new covenant I offer for all people to be free.” 
Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, be the wine of grace; 

Jesus, Christ, Jesus Christ, be the bread of peace. 
 

  



✠ COMMUNION: PRAYER 
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
 

Echo each acclamation of praise as you are invited: 
 

We praise you, O God! We praise you, O God!  

We bless you, O God! We bless you, O God!  
We thank you, O God! We thank you, O God!  

 

United with disciples in every time and place, let us pray… 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION: SHARING THE MEAL 
 

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth touch. 
Come and see. Amen. 

 

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. If you wish to receive, ushers will invite you 
forward. The pastor will place a piece of bread or a gluten-free cracker in your 

cupped hand as you hear “Body of Christ, given for you.” In the brass trays 

are cups of red wine or golden grape juice. Take a small cup as you hear, “Cup 

of Christ, given for you.” You may respond with “Amen,” “Thank you,” 
or with quiet acceptance.  
 

If you cannot come forward but wish to receive communion or a blessing, please 
let an usher know and the servers will come to you. If for any reason you do not 

wish to receive, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing with your arms 
crossed over your chest.  

 

As we celebrate Communion, you may join in singing: 



 

HYMN  O Lamb of God 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

HYMN          Jesus, Come! For We Invite You #312 
 

 
 

✠ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER  
 

Now may the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 

Let us pray: Thank you, generous God, for this meal  
and the community in which we share it. As we have 
received Christ’s life, send us forth in your Spirit that  

our neighbors may know your presence, power, and love;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Repeat 



✠ BENEDICTION     based on Psalm 121 
 

May God, maker of heaven and earth,  
our rescue and refuge, 

bless and keep you, going or coming, 

today, tomorrow, and always. Amen. 
 

✠ HYMN          To Be Your Presence #546 
 

✠ SENDING  
 

Go in peace, led by the grace of Christ. 
We will. Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
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ELCA • LGBTQ+ Affirming 

Worship with us Sundays at 10 AM 

1500 6th Street NE, Minneapolis, MN 55413 • 612-788-2444 

www.gracenempls.org 

 

We are called 
to love God, 

serve neighbors, and 
tell the story of Jesus Christ, 

welcoming all.  

Help love reach  

beyond these wall.  
Scan this QR code 
with your phone’s 

camera app  
to give online. 

 
We’re the home of  

Little Kitchen Food Shelf,  

a no-boundaries, no-restrictions 
food shelf serving all people. 

 
Interested in volunteering?  

Email Lynn at admin@gracenempls.org 

Need food? Pre-register by phone 

9 - 11 AM Monday - Friday, 612-788-2444 

 

 

We’re the founders of  

Grace Center for Community Life  

empowering lives through 
faith, learning, and service. 

Interested in reserving space at Grace Center? 

Call 612-810-6988 or email Lorrie Stromme at 

Lorrie@GraceCtr.org 

 


